In January 1918 the government introduced food rationing. (9.)

MARGARINE AND MEAT
Have you received your ration card?
By February 13" you should receive food cards for every member of the family. (1. 2/2/18)
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Ad TWO WAYS OF “HELPING TO WIN”

First — Buy National War Bonds

Second --Drink coffee for breakfast... will enable the Food Controller to more
easily cope with the present shortage of tea

INTERNATIONAL STORES (1. 2/2/18)

On 6" February 1918 the Representation of the People Act gave women the vote provided
they were over 30 and were (or were married to) a local government elector. It also removed
most property qualifications, giving all adult (over 21) male resident householders the vote.

(8)

CANTERBURY WOMEN CITIZEN’S ASSOCIATION
There are now 4913 women in Canterbury who are Local Government Electors

Canterbury’s very own Red Baron (14. 7/2011)

Major Edward “Mick” Mannock, a pilot brought up in Canterbury, may have been the highest-
scoring British Empire Ace of all time, with a tally of 61 confirmed kills. He was killed in action
on 26th July 1918 and posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross medal. (Wikipedia, which
does not mention his upbringing in Canterbury) There is a memaorial to him on the South wall
of Canterbury cathedral Nave.
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END OF THE WAR

The War finally ended on 11" November 1918 when Germany signed an armistice agreement
with the Allies in a railroad car outside Compiegne in France.

21 Field Marshall Foch's carriage at Compiégne

END OF THE WAR GERMAN SURRENDER

RECEPTION OF THE NEWS AT CANTERBURY

Canterbury, which we are so proud in acclaiming as the Mother City of the Anglo-Saxon race,
celebrated the occasion worthily with true joy of heart . (1. 16/11/18)

GREAT THANKSGIVING SERVICE AT THE CATHEDRAL (1. 16/11/18)

THE SCENES AT NIGHT

In the evening... Canterbury was a veritable “City of Light”... a delightful scene from Fairyland
after the Stygian darkness of the past four years... though Canterbury has been singularly
fortunate in escaping the attractions of the Zepps and Gothas. (1. 16/11/18)



AFTER FOUR YEAR (Editorial)

It was Cricket Week at Canterbury four years ago when the outbreak
happened...Thenceforward the grim realities of war have held our Country in thraldom... It
was in March 1917, that the air-fiends succeeded in dropping bombs with half a mile of the
City. She has been spared by a merciful Providence the terrible experience of the Thanet
coast towns....But the inhabitants have had their share of mental torture and not a few of their
sons are numbered among the valiant dead who gave their lives for the great righteous cause
to which England set her hand...now the hordes of the Kaiser Arch-Fiend have been beaten
to their knees. The God of Battles has given victory, the Right has triumphed over misdirected
might. (1. 16/11/18)

During the Great War eight battalions of the (Canterbury based) Buffs regiment went on active
service and another seven served at home. No less than 33,000 men passed through the
ranks of the regiment of whom some 6,000 died; forty-eight battle honours were awarded and
one VC. (10))
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The Buffs and other Canterbury based regiments, before and after the Great War, are
commemorated in the Warriors’ Chapel at Canterbury Cathedral where there is a ceremony at
11:00am every day at which a page in the Book of Remembrance is turned.

The First World War marked the end of an era in many ways. British hegemony as the
leading economic and military power in the World ended. The United States of America had
overtaken the UK as the largest economy by 1903*.

The war was a great social leveller; class barriers were reduced, the bargaining hand held by
trade unions was considerably strengthened and it “revolutionised the ..position of women. It
found them serfs and left them free”. (4. p157). The War accelerated technological
developments, not only in armaments, but in the role motor transport.. All of the major
combatants began the conflict with cavalry forces as well using horses for logistical purposes.
By the end of the War, horses had largely been replaced by motor vehicles.

* GDP 1903 1918 1919
UK £bn 1.88 5.1 5.5  Source UKpublicspending.co.uk
X£/$4.75 893 24.2 26.1 Source USgovernmentspending.com

USA $bn 25.9 59.7 75.8
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