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MUSE: Kitty the
Marlowe Theatre
statue is variously
described as naked,
semi-clad or in
diaphanous wrap

MEMORIAL: Stained glass in
Poets’ Corner in Westminster:
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NEXT month, the city’s best-known
street figure — a striking memorial to
the Canterbury-bred playwright
Christopher Marlowe — will mark her
20th year standing in front of the
Marlowe Theatre.

The life-sized bronze statue,
formally named as the Lyric Muse
when she was first unveiled in the
Buttermarket by the actor Henry
Irving in 1891, has since been
known by locals simply as Kitty.

She was the work of Victorian
FS. | sculptor Edward Onislow Ford, who
also created the large statue of
Lord Gordon on a camel, now in the
Brompton Barracks in Chatham. PERMANENT HOME: The statue has stood in front of the Marlowe

Kitty was variously described as ~ Theatre for 20 years
naked, semi-clad or in diaphanous - .
wrap, and many objected to her be?;’nd e ML}se % 4
presence so close to the main Aremorl now the fight way,
.| cathedral entrance. The council’s trpunq, Wesoved fola secord
response, the addition of an ime in 1993, to stand approprfately
evergreen shrub surround, did little by_ttharlowg s He':et:t
to cover up the basic problem. Jainse.ainow ackdrop wit .t S

In 1921, Kitty was moved to rebmldlng of the theatre, which
Dane John Gardens to make room op;ngd '? Octot':er 20; 3 ht t
in the Buttermarket for the new First ad di?i oenns t%efrzz Ma;/ﬁo“;gug WO
World War memorial. Kitty suffered 5 .

Second World War bomb blast memorabilia - a §talned-glass

damage in 1941, was put in storage W!‘dwf at Poetst Comer-in

for the remainder of the war, and estminster Abbey:(2002) and a

then re-erected in 1948. plaque toimark the 410th
anniversary of Marlowe’s death, on

But when members of the
T f ’ the access lane to the Marlowe
prestigious Marlowe Society arrived Theatre off St Peter’s Lane (2003).

1657, hey found that o setue | Unfonunatly he Cantorbury
?:Sng.eenrplacfed Tswong Wy we hope it’s not lost?

Their wreath, laid solemnly
against Marlowe’s name, then
appeared to be paying homage to
Kitty’s thinly veiled backside!

The comic potential of the
moment was not lost on the
correspondent of the London Times
who started his piece: “Goings-on

UNVEILING: Kitty was first
revealed in the city in the
Buttermarket in 1891




