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Unnamed man on signboard
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was Jack the Ripper detective
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TWO recent TV avents have
rominded ma of Fdmund Reid. o
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TWO roeont TV svents have
reminded me of Edmund Reid, a
Lonton dotectivie born in
Canterbury

o was the series Ripper
Street, baged on Edmund'y
unsucosssful ptiempts to catcl
Jack the Ripper The other wis
the news that fhe identity ol the
Rippat has been proven theough
e of DNA tents - ho was
appirently the known suspect
Awron Kovminskl, o Polish

with pay

Thn lifo of Bdnimd Reld
started in Canterbary - Boor
Cart Lane 10 be precise, il
1215000 on March 21, 146, We
Jaw the tine os it s stated an
s Dirth certificate. Harein lies
the first oddity of his life, ag
times of doy ave requiced on
birth ourilﬁmtu only for cases
of multiple births - primarily for
Inheritance purposes - and there
16 10 evidence for any Reid
s!hunas born that day.

A second oddity 1s that
Edmund achleved some ﬁumo for
thu thing he totally failed
PR “.:L%ﬁ"éﬂ:%"’“
arma in 1888, Enge
was :;' bring Jack the Ripper to

A third feature of
i
challenge of being a

4 senfoy
detective in the Met, he found
time 1o excel In the new sports of-
hillooning and puunhmihc. Hiy
20 ascents fram Crystal Palacs
At Alexandra Palace included o
Jump from 1,000t and won bim o
gold madal.

Ungurprisingly, Edmund teok
& keen nteredt In parechute

REMEMBERED: Edmund Red on the signboard at Hampton-on Sea

design, To tesd his now
Ennu:bme design theary,
rnd attached an
vxperimerital pare
mouse which ha them threw frons
it high building. The animal
lunded intact and duly walked
off with its parachute {n tow
Explom

In retirement, Bdmund Tived
in Herne and Iater in nearby
Hampten-on.Sex, For 16 years ho
thrivied, giving interyiews about
hispolice carear and
purackuting oxploits, wrrytnn
out private detoctive work,
writing sarcastic lotters to loonl
papers; engaging In dispitos
w[:’tgy ‘l':,;: wum un&fgﬂmﬂy
“ Jhis minor ty

stama. Several

posteards

dumnd Edmund with his dog
and seaside Hampton home in
Eddington Gardens.

Unfortunately, the sen wis
undermining the streed, wd one
by one, the propeeties collapued.
Bidmund had to Jeave his home,
which he'd named Reid's Ranel,
I 1016, It included a small kiosk
where e sold lemonade and

poatearnds, and bad puintings of
cunnans along its wall, intended
{0 déter uny German invesion of:
PBritnin, All that remains 15 & few
:itgm caversd by each mooming
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Anadd local memorial is the
Information board in the car
park by the Hamptosn Inn. This
shows an enlarged photo of
Edmund. together with an image
of him standing in front of the
Hampton T What it fails fo
mention Is His hanw - an
anigmatic mmnrlal 1o & very
unysunl man.
W If you wish to know more
sbout Edmund, his family, and
nis 1ifo in the Met, consult the
CEHAS webslte or The Man who
Hunted the Ripper, (N Connel]l
and 8§ P Evans 1969), He apponrs
on sevpral posteards mlhlhbed
by Fred C Palmer
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