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Kent War Memorial Gardens - Le jardin en mémoire des morts de la guerre.

The Precincts of Canterbury Cathedral fill one complete corner of the city which
is roughly circular, so that long sections of the medieval city wall enclose the north
and cast sides of the Precincts. Dominating the garden is a large bastion tower (7)
‘which was built towards the end of the 15th century. Just to the north, through a tiny
door, you will find another bastion, this time square, which stands next to the
Queningate through the city wall. The tower was called ‘new’ in 1409, but the
present gate is 19th century. If you go outside and down the steps, on the right you
will find, embedded in the wall, a portion of an arch in red brick and stone. This was
the Roman gate-way (8), and the tradition is that it was the one Queen Bertha used
‘when she went to church at St. Martin’s. Don’t forget to look over the road at the
great early 14th century Fyndon Gate of St. Augustine’s, the Benedictine monastery
and mausoleum for the Kings of Kent established by St. Augustine. This was almost
the rival of Christ Church in size, numbers and wealth.

Passing back into the garden you will notice an old mulberry trec traditionally
planted by Charles IL. See too the beautiful wisteria trailing along the ancient wall.
As you make your way back through the Cemetery Gate you will have another
marvellous view of the Cathedral.

(9) Meister Omers. Hotellerie d'un monastére, environ 1395.
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(8) Restes du portail romain

Now turn right towards the group of houses and ruins. You are
old monstic Infirmary or hospital and on the right, one of the
that the monks used for entertaining their important visitor
called Meister Omers (9), was built by Prior Chillenden abor
fireplace more than 17 feet wide in the old kitchen. Card
of Henry IV, was one of the many famous residents of Me
of the King’s School.
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To the left of the house are the ruins of the Infirmary chapel (16) where the
monks who were too sick to go to church could attend mass. The chapel was built in
the middle of the 12th century but was altered and repaired many times. Notice the
magnificent window on the north side dating from about 1330 and the fine series of
carved capitals along the southern arcade. You can also see bits of the destroyed
building piled up along a flower bed, and part of the original floor.

(10) Ruines de la Chapelle
de I'Infirmerie, milieu
12éme siécle.

(14) La Tour de I'Echiquier.
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(15) Colonnes du 12éme siécle
dans le cloitre de I'Infirmerie.

Behind the chapel is Linacre House (11) with its 18th century facade concealing
an older building. Just to the left you can sce a flint hall with a high roof. This is the
14th century hall for the Infirmarer, who had to do his share of entertaining the
important visitors. It was for many years the home of the Cathedral choir boys.

As you walk along the main body of the Infirmary (12), you will pass the massive
columns that once held up the great roof. To the left is Wybert's Treasury (13), built
about 1160. Note the original iron work around the windows.

At the west end of the Infirmary stands the Chequer Tower (14) that once gave
access to the Chequer, the offical ‘counting house’ for the Cathedral revenues. The
Chequer was demolished in the 19th century leaving only the tower which now
forms an entrance to the new Wolfson Library built on the site.

When you pass through the west door of the Infirmary you find yourself in the
Infirmary Cloister (15) where the monks grew herbs and spices in the enclosed
garden. These were for medicine as well as for the kitchen. The tiny twisted columns
of the cloister date from the 12th century.

Now open trail, fold back and then re-fold.
Ouvrez maintenant le dépliant, pliez-le et repliez-le.
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