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If you look through into the garden you can see the Water Tower (26) on the left,
that held fresh drinking water for the whole monastery. This was built in about 1160
by Prior Wybert. The water supply came through a complicated series of pipes and
tanks from outside the city. It was stored in the upper part of the tower, from which
pipes distributed it all round the Precincts. When the dirty water was thrown away it
was directed through channels to clear out the drains and to flush the monastic
toilets. We shall see the remains of these later on.
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Turn right and walk through the so-called Dark Entry (16). This passage is
supposed to be haunted by the ghost of Nell Cook who, in Tudor times, poisoned the
old Canon she worked for and was according to tradition walled-up in the Precincts.
Fortunately this is only legend. At the far end of the passage you arrive at what
remains of the medieval Prior’s house. The Gate House (17) leading into the Green
Court which was built by Prior Selling late in the 15th century.

(26) La Tour de I'eau du Prieur
Wybert, environ 1160.
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The Green Court was the principal ‘business’ sector of the monastery and
contained many of the important offices. Just to your right is the Deanery (18)
which contains part of Prior Goldstone’s new mansion of the early 16th century. This
house became the Dean’s home at the ion, and has been i
rebuilt and repaired many times - most especially after a bad fire in the reign of
Elizabeth I.

Passing the Deanery you will see in front of you a range of grey flint buildings
containing a gate (19). This range once contained the monastic brewery and granary,
as well as the monks’ stables. It was built in the early 14th century, but has again
been restored and rebuilt. Just under the gate you will see a pair of fire hooks, a
rather primitive form of fire extinguisher. You didn’t so much put the fire out as pull
the house down before it set fire to any more.

As you walk along the north side of Green Court you will enjoy the spectacular
view of the north side of the Cathedral. This is the only place in the Precincts where
you can appreciate the great length and complexity of the church and its adjoining
buildings. Don’t miss the tiny Cromwellian house (20) on your right. The house is
dated 1659 in a brick pattern along its front.

You are now approaching the great gate of the monastery and as you reach it, a
famous view opens up on your right of the Norman Entry Staircase (21). This
staircase, built in the middle of the 12th century, once led up to a magnificent hall.
It was another guest hall belonging to the Cathedral and was called the High, or Hog
Hall, because it was raised up on arches. The hall was destroyed about two centuries
ago, but the stairs and some of the arches that supported the southern end of the hall
were by good fortune preserved and now form part of the King’s School buildings.

Behind the staircase you can see the city wall and the jumble of Canterbury
beyond.
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(21) Escalier de
Uentrée époque
romane, miliew
12éme siécle.
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The great Court Gate (22) was built at the same time as the Norman Entry
Staircase and contains a high tunnel vault. The division of the gate into one large and
one small entrance was done in the 14th century to allow the use of smaller doors.
Just think how big the original ones must have been. Proceed through the gate and
notice its fine decorated stonework.

You have now entered the Mint Yard, or Almonry Yard as it was called earlier. This
once contained a large Chapel built by Prior Henry of Eastry in the early 14th
century. The old chapel became the first building of the new King’s School founded
by Henry VIIL, and although it has long since been destroyed, the present King’s
School buildings are still gathered around this Yard. Just to the left is a doorway with
a modern representation of the arms of Cardinal Pole, Archbishop of Canterbury
during the reign of Mary Tudor. He is commemorated for ensuring the survival of
the school in those difficult times.

Turn back through the gate and then go right. You are following the line of the old
wall that separated the monks’ property from that of the Archbishop. If you look
through the gate on your right you will see the Pentise (23), which dates from the
end of the 14th century. It is a wooden covered way running from the Court Gate to
the Cellarer’s Hall. It was provided by Prior Chillenden for the convenience of
important guests, and is a rare example of its kind. At the southern end of the wall
you can see another fine range of buildings that make up Chillenden Chambers
(24). This house was built by Prior Chillenden in the late 14th century as a guest
house for the most important visitors. Now it is the house of the Archdeacon. So
marvellous were the rooms compared with the accommodation of the monks that
they dubbed two of them ‘Paradise’ and ‘Heaven’. The house also contains sections
of other important monastic buildings, including the monks’ kitchen, larder and
store house.

(23) Le “Pentise”, entrée couverte, fin 14éme siécle.




