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The Association of the Men of Kent and Kentish Men
Canterbury Branch


18 September 2026

Dear Member,

The History of the Jewish Community in Canterbury – 21 October – 2:30pm
Professor Dan Cohn-Sherbok

Did you know that Canterbury had the next largest Jewish population outside London?  I knew that we had a Jewish burial ground and a former synagogue now owned by the King’s School, Canterbury but apart from that, nothing else.  In mediaeval times our Jewish citizens had a thriving coining industry and many equivalents of what we now regard as multimillionaires.  Sadly, Edward I for whom our Jewish citizens had created and lent large sums of money, refused to pay it back and banned Jews from living in England.  It was up to the Cromwellians to welcome them back and since the 17th century our talented Jewish population has made an enormous contribution to our national life in terms of culture, finance, scholarship, music and many other activities.

Professor Dan Cohn-Sherbok will talk on the History of the Jewish Community in Canterbury.  He was previously with the University of Kent.  As well as being a prolific author of many books on contemporary and historical Hebrew subjects, he is also a Rabbi and a theologian on biblical and Jewish studies.

The talk will take place at Howfield Manor on Wednesday 21 October at 2:30pm followed by tea/coffee and scones, all for £15 pp.

Please send Lillian an email in the first instance to let us know you will be coming (lilmet100@gmail.com).

With very best wishes,

George
George Metcalfe
Committee member
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